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recipient country’s media temporarily concentrated on the pandas rather
than more negative aspects of the PRC. Indeed, the panda asananimalisa
good ingtrument of diplomacy for China; the bears are cute, furry andwere
considered endangered for a long time, s0 they eagily evoke positive reactions

@ anmong people. Furthermore, pandas are often readily associated with China.

j gi’za]é[e [ate’z /mown as Zamfa was one 0][ many
c{ip/omatic gﬁs /)etween 6/1617/65 X o][ France and
Muhammad Al 0][ é7gypt. In 1827 Zaf‘zafa was
é‘zoug/ct ﬁom Sudan to Pazis whete it lived ][of‘z 18

yeazs. Of/l@’l two gimﬁ[es wete sent to Ionc/on am{
Vieana.

Iegacy 0][ the gi’zaﬁ[es lives toc/ay n vauous fo’zms such

as names o /9/61065 LlI/lC[ past’zies.
Panda diplomacy reached Finnish shores in January of 2018, when two
Fandas, named Pyry (Finnish word for heavy snowfall) and Lumi (Finnish
for snow), arrived to the Antiri Zoo. The animals were loaned from Chins
for 15 years for a rent of at least 12 million euros all told. The loan-a-
panda deal was negotiated between Finnish president Sauli Niinistd and
Chinese president Xi Jinping in April 2017, however, not without
controversy. In Finland, president Niinisto was somewhat widely accused
of disregarding discussions of human rights in China with Xi in favour

of finalizing the panda deal Niinisto denied such accusations and
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insisted that human rights were discussed more than pandas during the

meeting.

/Oanc/as aze famous symk()/s 0/[ consewation in pait c{ue to /)eing
t/Le /()go of Wo’z/c/ Wclcﬂg[e S[unc/ ][()’z %atu’ze. yet panc/as aze

CLL’Z’Z@/”Lt/y not consic[e*zed em[ange’zec/.

Despite the pandas becoming a very popular attraction in the Antiri 200, the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic has caused substantial difficulties for the
company operating the site. As visitors stayed home during the prolonged
lockdown, the economic situation of the already financially strained 200 became
®ccn worse. Some rumours even stated that the situation was so dire that the zoo
was considering returning the pandas to China. The z00, nowever, countered the
rumours and stated that such a decision would only be made as a last-diten
effort, and the company was still very far away from being foreced to consider
returning the animals. Indeed, the pandas are quite expensive to sustain, as in
addition to the rent paid to China, one panda eats 40 kilograms of fresh bamboo a

day - all of which has to be imported £rom the Netherlands,
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